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“Vous croyez qu’une nouvelle dictature n’est pas possible ?”

LAVAGUE:

What happens

when the country
you love betrays
everything
you believe?
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Special to The New York Times
TAIPEI, Taiwan, Jan. 23 — W
human rights conditions in Taiwan
ting increasing international a
the authorities here say they are
ing to hold open trials in the next N
weeks of opposition demonstrators ar-
reau:g-aner an anti-Government riot last
month. .
Sixty-five people are being held incom-
municado for investigation of possible in-
volvement in sedition as a result of a vio-
lent clash with the police that followed an
unauthorized demonstration in the south-
ern port city of Kaohsiung. e
The decision to open the trials to the
press and to relatives of the accused pul
lic was announced after pleas for ls
ency from 30 leading Chinese writers and
scholars in the United States were pre-
sented to President Chiang ) by
a Taiwanese writer now living in Califor-
nia, Chen Jo-hsi. Miss Chen, thor o

e

The New

Ymrmznuée Ying

~ Chen Jo-hsl, the writer, seeks leniency for dissidents jailed in Taiwan

overseas Chinese that the Government
here intended to use this opportunity “to
round up once and for all the democratic
activistsin Taiwan."

Those arrested include nearly all the
leading members of the opposition
groups that formed a loose coalition
around Formosa magazine. Since they
are not allowed to form an opposition
political party, the magazine has served
as their front for setting up branch offices
around the island and organizing anti-
Government rallies. The Kaohsiung
demonstration was sponsored by a fac-
tion of the Formosa group.

President Said to Pledge Faimess

Miss Chen termed the rioting ‘‘a rather
unfortunate happening brought about
prgbably by misunderstandings on both
sides."”

She reported that the President had lis-
tened receptively to the views that she
presented and had pledged that the cases
of those arrested would be handled fairly
and openly in accordance with the law.

“He did not promise leniency for the
arrested, but he also did not condemn
them," she said.

Shortly after her meetings with the
President, the security authorities an-
nounced that those suspects among the 65

ng Open Trials Soon for i’sSideﬁ:ts

1 Taiwan to take action against the | University.
byterians. The tion, he said,

E

religious activities on the | overseas Chinese intellectuals about Tai-

e wan’s democratic future.

siung incident, there was a concerted ef- | Ying-shih, Professor of History at Yale

1 r In a su uent interview, Miss Chen
t “‘very much assured’’ on leaving that said she had tried to relay to the Presi-
Taiwan Government had no intention | dent the concern of a wide segment of

““We are deeply concerned,” she said,

Kaohsiung riot have been de- | ‘‘precisely because we have put so many
janes 2 inm 8 rrrre heava ae 1 | Bioh hanes on Taiwan We hope its politi-

arrested who were not involved in sedi-
tion would be transferred to the jurisdic-
tion of a civil court by the military prose-
cutors. This move was said to have been
one of the suggestions made by the peti-
tion Miss Chen presented.

Maj. Gen. Hsu Mei-ling, spokesman of
the Taiwan Garrison Command, also
stated that representatives of both the
foreign and the local press and family
memﬂxs of those accused would be per-
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