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1. Article 2 (1) of the Covenant obligates each State party “to take

steps ... with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of the
[ Covenant] rights ... by all appropriate neans”. The Committee notes that
one such neans, through which inportant steps can be taken, is the work of
nati onal institutions for the pronotion and protection of human rights. In
recent years there has been a proliferation of these institutions and the
trend has been strongly encouraged by the CGeneral Assenbly and the Comr ssion
on Human Rights. The Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts has
established a maj or progranme to assist and encourage States in relation to
nati onal institutions.

2. These institutions range from national human rights conm ssions through
Onbudsman offices, public interest or other human rights “advocates”, to
def enseurs du peupl e and defensores del pueblo. |In many cases, the

i nstitution has been established by the Government, enjoys an inportant degree
of autonony fromthe executive and the |egislature, takes full account of

i nternational human rights standards which are applicable to the country
concerned, and is mandated to perform various activities designed to pronote
and protect human rights. Such institutions have been established in States
with widely differing | egal cultures and regardl ess of their economnic

si tuation.

3. The Conmittee notes that national institutions have a potentially
crucial role to play in pronoting and ensuring the indivisibility and

i nt erdependence of all human rights. Unfortunately, this role has too often
ei ther not been accorded to the institution or has been neglected or given a
low priority by it. It is therefore essential that full attention be given to
econom c, social and cultural rights in all of the relevant activities of
these institutions. The following Iist is indicative of the types of
activities that can be, and in sonme instances al ready have been, undertaken

by national institutions in relation to these rights:

(a) The promotion of educational and information programes designed
to enhance awareness and understandi ng of economi c, social and cultura
rights, both within the popul ation at |arge and anong particul ar groups such
as the public service, the judiciary, the private sector and the | abour
novenent ;

(b) The scrutinizing of existing | aws and adm nistrative acts, as well
as draft bills and other proposals, to ensure that they are consistent with
the requirements of the International Covenant on Econom c, Social and
Cultural Rights;

(c) Provi di ng techni cal advice, or undertaking surveys in relation to
econom ¢, social and cultural rights, including at the request of the public
authorities or other appropriate agencies;

(d) The identification of national-I|evel benchmarks agai nst which the
real i zati on of Covenant obligations can be neasured;
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(e) Conducting research and inquiries designed to ascertain the extent
to which particular econom c, social and cultural rights are being realized,
either within the State as a whole or in areas or in relation to comunities
of particular vulnerability;

(f) Moni toring conpliance with specific rights recogni zed under the
Covenant and providing reports thereon to the public authorities and civi
society; and

(9) Exam ni ng conplaints alleging infringenments of applicable
economi c, social and cultural rights standards within the State.

4, The Committee calls upon States parties to ensure that the mandates
accorded to all national human rights institutions include appropriate
attention to econom c, social and cultural rights and requests States parties
to include details of both the mandates and the principal relevant activities
of such institutions in their reports submtted to the Conmittee.



